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Abstract
Many older adults wish to remain in their own homes as they age.  However, challenges threaten an older adult’s ability to age in place, and even healthy independently living older adults experience challenges in maintaining their home. Challenges with aging in place can be compensated through technology, such as home assistive robots.  However, for home robots to be adopted by older adult users they must be designed to meet older adults’ needs for assistance and the older users must be amenable to robot assistance for those needs.  In this talk, I will discuss a range of projects (both quantitative and qualitative in nature) assessing older adults’ social interpretation, attitudes, and acceptance of assistive robotics.  Study findings suggest that older adults’ assistance preferences discriminated between tasks, and the data suggest insights as to why older adults hold such preferences.  The talk will detail a multidisciplinary approach to studying human-robot interaction (HRI) and how findings from user studies can apply to preliminary design recommendations for future assistive robots to support aging in place.
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